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2020 Scale Modellers Association of Saskatoon

This Meeting – Wednesday February 5th

Next Meeting – Wednesday March 4th and is a THEME NIGHT!
#1. Topless Models.

#2. The Cold War 1955 - 1990.

SATURDAY EXPRESS:
Dave DeBack’s (repaired) HORNET
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COMMENTARY
It has to be said that this year did not have the greatest start. Attendance at the January meeting was low due to some nasty 

weather and sickness. When that situation occurs the “official” photographer may not be there, so someone needs to step up to take 
pictures of models on the tables. Sometimes a deputy can be arranged in advance to cover the situation, but when that is not the case, 
somebody please take pictures. The information sheets can be compiled after the meeting when necessary. 

The other thing that put a bit of a damper on January was two deaths that had direct and indirect links to SMAS. The direct link 
was Ian Stones who joined the club not long after it was started. Ian was an avid builder of modern armour models in 1/35th scale, 
especially those in United Nations service. He participated in the Diefenbaker Centre displays, mall shows and other public events. 
Unfortunately he succumbed to problems caused by diabetes, having been unable to continue with model building for some time. 
The indirect connection was Gary, one of the employees at Express Hobbies. Although he only worked part-time, some of us got 
to know him quite well during the Saturday sessions. He will be missed.

Sunday Build sessions are back on track, with the February one having to go to the library in Stonebridge. But in March we will 
be back at Alice Turner and hopefully continuing there until the library starts closing on Sunday afternoons. 

- The Executive

2020
EVENTS CALENDAR

6:30 pm Socializing, bring and build, etc.

7:30 pm Business Agenda (no reason not to continue 

building at the same time).

 Visitors & Introductions.

 Old Business: Bridgecon 2020 update; 

Comments from Heritage Festival; 

Suggestions for topics at Express Hobby on a 

Saturday; Membership dues.

 New Business: Provisional participants in the 

Draggins Car Show.

 Juniors.

 Treasurer’s Report.

 Models on the Display Tables.

Feb 5th: Regular club meeting

Feb 16th: Sunday Build @ Round Prairie Branch 

library.

Mar 4th: Club Meeting Theme Night.

 #1: Topless Models.

 #2: The Cold War 1955-1990.

Mar 22nd: Sunday Build @ Alice Turner Branch 

library.

Apr 1st: Springtime Swap and Sale

Apr 10-11th: Display at Draggins Car Show

May 24th: Mini Maker Faire at Exhibition Place



3

ESCAPE FROM WWII POW CAMPS
The “Great Escape Tunnel” and the Role of the Monopoly Game

Untouched for almost seven decades, the tunnel used in the Great Escape has finally been unearthed. The 111-yard passage 
nicknamed ‘Harry’ by Allied prisoners was sealed by the Germans after the audacious break-out from the POW camp Stalag Luft III 
in western Poland. Despite huge interest in the subject, encouraged by the film starring Steve McQueen, the tunnel was undisturbed 
over the decades because it was behind the Iron Curtain and the Soviet had no interest in its significance. But at last, British 
archaeologists have excavated it and discovered its remarkable secrets. Many of the bed boards which had been joined together to 
stop it from collapsing were still in position. Also the ventilation shaft, ingeniously crafted from used powdered milk containers 
known as Klim Tins, remained in working order. Scattered throughout the tunnel, which is 30ft below ground, were bits of old metal 
buckets, hammers and crowbars which were used to hollow out the route. A total of 600 prisoners worked on three tunnels at the 
same time. They were nicknamed Tom, Dick and Harry and were just 2 ft. square for most of their length. 

It was on the night of March 24 and 25, 1944, that 76 Allied airmen escaped through Harry. Barely a third of the 200 prisoners, 
many in fake German uniforms and civilian outfits and carrying false identity papers who were meant to slip away, managed to leave 
before the alarm was raised when escapee number 77 was spotted. Only three made it back to Britain. Another 50 were executed by 
firing squad on the orders of Adolf Hitler, who was furious after learning of the breach of security. In all, 90 boards from bunk beds, 
62 tables, 34 chairs and 76 benches, as well as thousands of items including knives, spoons, forks, towels and blankets, were squirreled 
away by the Allied prisoners to aid the escape plan under the noses of their captors.

Although the Hollywood movie suggested otherwise, NO Americans were involved in the operation. Most were British and 
the others were from Canada, (all the tunnellers were Canadian personnel with backgrounds in mining), Poland, New Zealand, 
Australia and South Africa.

The site of the tunnel was recently excavated by British archaeologists. The latest dig located the entrance to Harry, which was 
originally concealed under a stove in Hut 104. The team also found another tunnel, called George, whose exact position had not been 
charted. It was never used as the 2,000 prisoners were forced to march to other camps when the Red Army approached in January 
1945. Watching the excavation was Gordie King, 91, an RAF radio operator, who was 140th in line to use Harry and therefore 
missed out. ‘This brings back such bitter-sweet memories’, he said as he wiped away tears. ‘I’m amazed by what they’ve found. 

Starting in 1940, an increasing number of British and Canadian Airmen found themselves as the involuntary guests of the Third 
Reich, and the Crown was casting about for ways and means to facilitate their escape. Now obviously, one of the most helpful aids 
to that end is a useful and accurate map, one showing not only where stuff was, but also showing the locations of ‘safe houses’ where 
a POW on-the-lam could go for food and shelter. Paper maps had some real drawbacks -- they made a lot of noise when opened and 
folded, they wore out rapidly, and if they got wet, they turned into mush. Someone in MI-5 got the idea of printing escape maps 
on silk. It’s durable, can be scrunched-up into tiny wads and, unfolded as many times as needed and, makes no noise whatsoever. At 
that time, there was only one manufacturer in Great Britain that had perfected the technology of printing on silk, and that was John 
Waddington Ltd. When approached by the government, the firm was only too happy to do its bit for the war effort.

By pure coincidence, Waddington was also the U.K. Licensee for the popular American board game Monopoly. As it happened, 
‘games and pastimes’ was a category of item qualified for insertion into ‘CARE packages’, dispatched by the International Red 
Cross to prisoners of war. Under the strictest of secrecy, in a securely guarded and inaccessible old workshop on the grounds of 
Waddington’s, a group of sworn-to-secrecy employees began mass-producing escape maps, keyed to each region of Germany, Italy 
and France or wherever POW camps for Allies were located. When processed, these maps could be folded into such tiny dots that 
they would actually fit inside a Monopoly playing piece.

While they were at it, the clever workmen at Waddington’s also managed to add:
1. A playing token, containing a small magnetic compass
2. A two-part metal file that could easily be screwed together
3. Useful amounts of genuine high-value German, Italian, and French currency, hidden within the piles of Monopoly money!
British and American air crews were advised, before taking off on their first mission, how to identify a ‘rigged’ Monopoly set – by 

means of a tiny red dot, one cleverly rigged to look like an ordinary printing glitch, located in the corner of the Free Parking square. 
Of the estimated 35,000 Allied POWS who successfully escaped, an estimated one-third were aided in their flight by the rigged 
Monopoly sets. Everyone who did so was sworn to secrecy indefinitely, since the British Government might want to use this highly 
successful ruse in still another, future war.

The story wasn’t declassified until 2007, when the surviving craftsmen from Waddington’s, as well as the firm itself, were finally 
honoured in a public ceremony. 

- John Giesy
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MARKET PLACE
This is a new trial feature for the newsletter. After this first issue all info on items whether for sale, trade or simply just seeking 

spare parts will go to Rick Hillis at hillisr@spsd.sk.ca. It was his idea to try it out so he is going to manage the input side of things. 
But the response to any item must go directly to whoever has it listed, not to Rick or the newsletter editor. If by chance you 
only get a paper copy of the newsletter and do not have Internet access, a written copy describing your item may be dropped off at 
Express Hobbies, preferably on a Saturday afternoon when we are in attendance. 

If this works but people find the time between newsletters too long, an intermediate copy can be sent out mid-month.

ITEMS FOR SALE - January 27th, 2020

Date Posted ITEM PRICE CONTACT

January 27
1/24th scale Monogram Stock Car Combo kit #6391 DARRELL WALTRIP 
1982 Buick and 1983 Chevy Monte Carlo. Unopened and sealed in 
original factory packaging.

$25.00
Mike

306-477-1927
minreid@sasktel.net

January 27
1/24th scale Monogram Stock Car Combo kit  #6389 Racing Pettys STP 
Combo, 81 Buick and 82 Pontiac. Unopened and sealed in original 
factory packaging.

$25.00
Mike

306-477-1927
minreid@sasktel.net

January 27
1/24th scale Monogram Stock Car Combo kit  #6857 Thunderbird Legends,  
Neil Bonnet and Benny Arsons. Unopened and sealed in original factory 
packaging.

$25.00
Mike

306-477-1927
minreid@sasktel.net

January 27
1/24th scale Monogram Stock Car Combo kit  #6392 ‘87 Thunderbirds,  
Kulwicki and  Schrader. Unopened and sealed in original factory packaging.

$25.00
Mike

306-477-1927
minreid@sasktel.net

ITEMS WANTED

Date Posted ITEM CONTACT

January 28 ‘67 Chevelle, Prostreet edition from Revell w/flame and tribal decals. Kit #4923.
Rick Hillis

hillisr@spsd.sk.ca
306-270-0407

January 28 Decals from Revell “California Wheels” ‘63 Chevy Impala SS 2’n1 kit.
Rick Hillis

hillisr@spsd.sk.ca
306-270-0407

ITEMS FOR DISPOSAL

Date Posted ITEM CONTACT

SHOPPING CART
This month we have two recent items from Express Hobbies. First is one from Tamiya that was spotted 

on the Internet by Rick Hillis, namely a decal setting solution. There are actually two different strengths, a 
“standard” and a “strong” (Photo 1). Both have to be used with caution especially the strong version. The 
label says it can melt decals and attack paint, especially acrylic. Rick can verify that particular claim on the 
label is true.

Second item is a multiple choice, various plastic tweezers (Photo 2). These are low tension and far less 
likely to launch small parts across the room. One of mine has just 
been used to install control columns in a 1/72nd scale cockpit and 
it felt very comfortable. It did not need much in the way of force 
to grip those small pieces. There are at least five different shapes 
available, all of which I can see having a use. 

- Mike Reid
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PARSON’S PROJECT
Early Stages

I imagine you’ve heard of the book 
“A Higher Call” where a German fighter 
basically escorted a nearly destroyed B-17 
out of German air space. I am using the 
cover painting from that book as the basis 
for the build....in 1/32nd scale!

A Revell Messerschmitt Bf 109 G-6 
will be used as the basis for the German 
component. It’s the only 1/32nd 109 with 
the “wheels up” option, well, it’s got lots 
of options but a “wheels up” is the most 
important one. There will also be a couple 
of resin upgrades and a “Master Details” 
pilot. This is not going to be a quick project 
(well, the 109 will be) due to the level of 
work required to destroy HK Models 1/32nd 
B-17 E/F kit and place it in the vignette...
years maybe...? I have decals for Ye Olde 
Pub and Franz Stiglers “Yellow 2” as well 
as 4 figures to add to the B-17.

Photos show the first coat of RLM 76 
on the bottom. After masking the national 
markings with home-made masks, I shot 
one of the top colors, RLM 74 graugrun. 
Using (as usual) the paint mixing ratios for 
Tamiya paints from IPMS Stockholm’s 
website; it’s a quick link in my favourites. 
After shooting the majority of the colour I sat back and looked at it thinking it looked too green? I got out my old faithful, 
“Camouflage and Markings” of the Luftwaffe aircraft Vol. One, “Day Fighters”, then matched the paint to the colour chip.  After 
grinning happily I decided to carry on; it’s a near perfect match!

Following that I put the two remaining top colours on over the RLM 76 that being RLM 74 (my home-made mix). Because 
I had gone all the way to Express Hobbies for paint and forgotten to buy Tamiya XF-54, I had to try out my as yet unproven 

new paint “Mission Models”. Turned out 
this paint worked as advertised with no 
unexpected issues...everyone says never try 
new things on your latest work...oh well. So 
the dark grey/violet is a new paint to me. I, 
at this time, can recommend it. I had some 
peeling of paint when the masks came off 
but only on the resin exhausts and it was 
my fault for not cleaning them or even 
priming them. Vallejo was used there. The 
“Kitsworld” decals show heavy mottling 
but the paintings (I know, don’t trust an 
artist’s rendition) show light to no mottling. 
Opinions? 

- Chris Parsons

...Continued on page 6
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...Continued on page 7

...Continued from page 5
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...Continued from page 6
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HORNET...AGAIN!

SMAS WEBSITE
Need to find SMAS newsletter back issues? Check us out! You can find them at: www.smasonline.net

SMAS Executive

SMAS meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Parkridge Centre, 110 Gropper Crescent, Saskatoon 
(off Fairlight Drive), officially starting at 7:00 p.m. Any suitable material received for the newsletter on the Sunday 
before the meeting, stands a very good chance of being printed for that issue.

Jerry Boese - President
Ph: 306-683-0229 

Email: mjboese@shaw.ca

Mike Reid - Vice-President
Ph: 306-477-1927

Email: minreid@sasktel.net

Rick Hales - Treasurer
Ph: 306-933-2938

Email: richale@sasktel.net

Mike Reid - Newsletter Editor • Ph: 306-477-1927 • Email: minreid@sasktel.net

Printing Courtesy of

1-306-934-7575
2720 Millar Avenue

Saskatoon, SK  Canada

On the front page, Dave’s Hornet is noted as having been “repaired”. Very briefly the story behind that statement involves Dave 
having to take serious action on Circle Drive, to avoid a potential accident caused by a couple of morons who evidently thought they 

were qualifying for the Daytona 500. Despite being in a 
case the model suffered significant damage which took some 
time to repair, but once again it is looking good. 

- Mike Reid


